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<Abstract>
Research on the Redaction History of 2 Kings 23:8-9 and
a Suggestion for New Translation

Een Woo Lee

(Presbyterian University and Theological Seminary)

2 Kings 23:8-9 reflects the peculiarity of King Josiah’s reform intensively
around the themes of elimination of high places and cult centralization.

In this study, the writer traces the redactional history of 2 Kings 23:8-9
through etymological, lexical, and exegetic analysis, and tries to suggest a new
translation to solve the discrepancies between this text and the law code of
Deuteronomy.

Through this study, the writer reveals that the basic layer of this passage is 2
Kings 23:8ac (T *"pm 2nom 5o mR Na™) which is related with cult
centralization. This is the Deuteronomic redactional layer in King Josiah’s reign.
To this basic layer, v. 8ay (2127 mMUTLP WX DMITAR NRLM) was
added. This exilic Deuteronomic redaction emphasized the defilement of local
high places where the priests had offered sacrifices and which were rebuilt in
exilic period. The final redactional insertion in this passage is v. 8ad, v. 8bap,
v. 9ab, which are the post-exilic Deuteronomic redactional layer. The expression
from Geba to Beer-sheba in v. 8ad, the wqatal form of M and £ W in 8ba,
mambr 1y, mman s, M nam in 9a and 27NN in 9b leads us to assume
v. 9 as post-exilic Deuteronomic redaction.

The writer suggests to translate 2 YW in v. 8bw into hirsute rainstorm god
and X "2 in v. 9b into unless, which solves the discordance between this text

and the Deuteronomic code.



